n 2008, an estimated 3 4 billksn pounds

of carpet were thrown into the landfll
That's billion. . with a “B.* That's enough
carpat to cover the football field at Cow-
boy stisdiam, 141,000 times!

There is no doubt that carpet has
been bullding up in landfills for guite
some time. 1t takes up an estimated 1 to
2 percent of all US. landfll space. To help
alleviate the prodlem, the industry creat-
ed CARE.

Carpst America Recovery Effort
(CARE] 5 a mnoreprofit organization
farrmad in 2002 by the carpet industry
and entreprenears. The mission of CARE
Is to facilizate the canpet industry kead ini-
tigtive to find miarket driven solutions to
the diversion of post-consumer carpet
from landfills to meet the Bme smsitive
goals of the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) for Carpet Stewardship.
&  memorandum  of  understanding
(MOLU) was created between the carpet
mills, entreprensurs and govemment

. Thomas Holland, President
i Corporate Floors Inc and
Texas Carpet Recycling Inc.
Grapevine, TX

agencies 10 set goaks for diverting 40 per-
cent of all waste carpet from landfill by
2012, This was no small task as in 2002,
carpet recycling as an industry simply did
not exlst, At that time, manufacturers
were more interested In finding ways to
make carpet last longer, The challenge
ricww welth the industry ks they have to cre-
ate a way 1o de-construct something that
b v designied not to fall apart.

That's where creative American
know-hiow comes into play. Technologi-
cally there have been huge advances
owver thie |ast ten years: devices such as a
hend held tester that determines carpet
fiber types, shredders designed to han-
die the issues of heavy, dirty textile prod-
ucts, and shearing machings that <an
shave the face fiber while fving the
backing. On the back end, carpet mills
swuch as Shaw, Interface and Tandus have
developed industry-leading closed loep
systerns where they are selling campet
and then taking back old carpet o recy-

che into néw carpet.  Recyding carpet is
miuch ke any recyclable product. First, a
coflector will accept or pick up the carpet.
The collector is a valuable part of the
chain as they collect, sort, weigh, bale
and sometimes grind or shave the carpet
to prepare it for the processor. There are
so many fiber and bocking types out
there mo procéssor accepts them all
Therefore, the collector will have to find a
channel that s open for a particular fiber
or backing type. In tome cases the collgc-
tor may collect a nominal rebate for the
fiber they are sending in, but that fluctu-
ates wildly, For many collectors, they
have to pay 1o send the carpet to certain
processors,

The niext step Is the collector sends
the carpet 10 the processor. This Is the
comipanny that may further refine Uhe car-
patinte products to sell 1o the plaatcs
industry, or they may actually make a
product out of the carpet, such as new
carpet. One Innovative company In Cali-
fornla, LA Fiber, is one of the largest pro-
cessors in the United States, They make a
recycled carpel padding made up exchu-
sively of recyded carpet.

The biggest ssue is the bottiensck at
procesying. Thene is simply o much
carpet being produced and not enough
technology or products developad that
can use it to keep It all out of landfill. Un-
til vechnology catches up with the supply

of old carpet and encugh products are
developed that can generate profits for
companies investing millions into plants,
equipment and personnel o develop
this Industry, there will abways be a limit-
ed back end, CARE, along with a consor-
tium of corporate, governmental agen-
cies and local butinesaes, are currenthy
drafting & revised MOUL. They are work-
ing with local, state and national kegisla-
tors 1o halp drive legislaton 1o encour
age advances in the recyding industry.

Sowhat can you do if you want to re-
cycle carpet? Flrst, contact CARE at wiww,
carpetracovenyorg and look for a collec-
tor that is a member of CARE and has a
track record of collecting different types
of carpet. If there |5 not a collector in your
area, CARE can find someone who can
help in Mot Chies. Just nememiber, Recy-
cling carpet generates jobs, can contrib-
ube to LEED palnts, and helps keep our
landfills chear.

Thomas Holland, @ Texas Tech gredu- -
ate, brings 18 years of experience in the
Roaring industry 15 his role os President and
ovner of Conporate Floors and Texas Coae
pet Recycling. Corporate Floors has offices
i Diaifias, Houston, Austin and San Antonio.
In 2008, Tharmas started Texas Carpet Recy-
cling, the State’s anly full service commer
cietl carper recycling company, —dn

-_m




